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SUBJECT: ZIA SAID TO BE NO LONGER ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF; 

COURT REJECTS APPEAL AGAINST HIS CANDIDACY 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

REF: DACCA 2875 

1 . HIGH COURT, JUNE 2, REJECTED A PETITION APPEAL AGAINST THE 
CANDIDACY OF PRESIDENT ZIA IN THE JUNE 3 PRESIDENTIAL RACE. 

APPEAL HAD BEEN BASED ON ZIA’S INELIGIBILITY AS HE WAS HOLDING 
THE OFEICE OF CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE BANGALDESH ARMY (CAS). 

APPEAL ALSO SAID THAT AMENDMENT TO ARMY RULES EXEMPTING 

"A PERSON HOLDING THE OFFICE OE PRESIDENT OE BANGLADESH OR CHIEF 
MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR" WAS "A MALAFIDE EXERCISE OF POWER 
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ONLY TO ENABLE A PERSON TO CONTEST THE ELECTION WHO WAS 

OTHERWISE INELIGIBLE". 

2. COURT REJECTED SECOND PART OP ARGUMENT OUT OP HAND AND 
RECOGNIZED POWER OF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATION TO ISSUE 
REGULATIONS AND AMENDMENTS AS IT CHOSE. HOWEVER, ZIA'S 
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ATTORNEYS SAID, IN RESPECT TO EIRST PART, THAT THE OFEICE OF 
CHIEE OF STAFE OF THE BANGLADESH ARMY WAS VACANT AND THAT 
ZIA DID NOT HOLD POST. 

3. THIS IS THE FIRST WE HAVE HEARD THAT CAS POST WAS VACANT. 

DURING CAMPAIGN, WHEN QUESTIONED ON THIS TOPIC, ZIA HAD SAID 
THAT HE WAS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF BANGLADESH ARMED FORCES AND 
THAT HE EXERCISED HIS COMMAND THROUGH THE CHIEFS OF THE NAVY 
AND AIR STAFFS AND THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE ARMY STAFF. HE 
HAD NOT STATED THAT THE ARMY CHIEF POST WAS "VACANT" BUT IMPLIED 
THAT DEPUTY CHIEF WAS PERFORMING DUTIES OF CHIEF WHO WAS 
OTHERWISE OCCUPIED. 

SCHNEIDER 
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